HOW TO RECEIVE ANSWERS TO PRAYER
                                      God’s Priorities - Mark 12:28-31 NKJV, Other quotes from NIV.
I.  “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
      with all your mind and with all your strength. This is the first commandment.” V. 30
A. Do I have a spirit of worship, love and obedience toward God?   John 4:23-24;   John 15:9-14; 
1st Corinthians 2:10-16;    1st Corinthians 6:1-11;    Philippians 4:4-8;    Matthew 6:33 
1. Is knowing and loving God the first priority of my daily life?  
Ephesians 3:14-21;    Galatians 2:20;     Romans12:1-2;      Isaiah 43:18-19 
a. Friendship and fellowship require an investment of time and communication. 
Psalms 46:10;    Isaiah26:3
b. Setting aside a definite amount of time each day for prayer and Bible study.  John 8:31-32; Power through prayers Mark 1:21-22;   Mark 1:35
B. Do I live with a spirit of thankfulness to God for His blessings? Health, eyesight, food, etc.               Luke 17:11-19
1. Overflowing with thanksgiving.       Colossians 2:6-7;     Colossians 3:12-15;

    Philippians 4:4;      Philippians 4:13;     Philippians 4:19   
C. Un-belief and doubt:  Praying with words, but not fully trusting God to answer our prayers. 
Mark 9:14-29;   Jeremiah 32:17;      John 14:13-14;    John15:7, 16;      John16:23-24;   Matthew 8:5-13;   Mark 6:1-6;   Mark 11:22-24;   James1:5-8
             1. Praying for someone’s salvation?       
(a) Lost person must act before this prayer can be answered.

(b) We can trust God for conviction of sin and warning of judgment. 1 Timothy 2:3-6 
D. Un-confessed sin:  Psalm 66:18;  Matthew 5:6, 8;  Isaiah 59:1-2
E.
Lack of persistence: Luke 18:1-13;    1st Thessalonians 5:16-22;   1st Timothy 2:8 
F.
Wrong motives: James 4:3
G. We must renounce any teaching, activities or amusements that is forbidden in the Bible, i.e. mythology, books, videos, T.V. shows that distort God’s Word.  We must remove all objects from our homes that are connected to mythology, witchcraft, false religions, i.e. religious statues, kachina dolls, mythology icons and idols, voodoo dolls, Harry Potter items, Dungeons and Dragons, etc.
H. Christians are the temple of God, if we repent and forsake all sin, God will fill our lives with the
            Holy Spirit.    
      2 Corinthians 5:17;       2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1;      1 Peter 5:8;          Galatians 5:16-21; 
      Revelation 22:14-15     
II.  “And the second, like it, is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
        There is no other commandment greater than these.”  V. 31
A. Un-forgiveness:   Matthew 5:23-24;       Matthew 6:14-15;     Matthew 18:15-17;    
Matthew 18:21-35;     Mark 11:25-26,
       B. Selfishness and pride hinders our prayers.   Luke 18:9-14;    Isaiah 57:15;     Ephesians 4:1-3
            Proverbs 16:5;       Philippians 2:3-4;          Isaiah 57:15;     James 4:4-10
 1. Am I obeying the commands of Christ?  Matthew 28:20;    Matthew 9:35-38;   Luke 10:2 
                   a. Sharing the gospel with everyone that we meet, with a spirit of love and concern.  
  b. Do I desire to help meet the needs other people?  i.e., love, patience, kindness, compassion. 
      1 Corinthians 16:13-14
  c. God loves cheerful givers. God will meet our needs when we share His blessings with others.    
  d. God wants the members of His family to be a source of blessing to each other. 
James 5:14-16
                                 HAPPINESS IS DEPENDENT UPON OUR CIRCUMSTANCES
 JOY IS DEPENDENT UPON OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST 
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